Thune Van Hollen Wyden
Tillis Warner Young
Toomey Whitehouse
Udall Wicker
NAYS—T7

Booker Markey Warren
Gillibrand Merkley
Harris Sanders

NOT VOTING—2
Menendez Paul

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Steven Andrew Engel, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be an Assistant Attor-
ney General.

Mitch McConnell, Orrin G. Hatch, John
Barrasso, Johnny Isakson, Chuck
Grassley, Thom Tillis, Lindsey Gra-
ham, Roy Blunt, John Cornyn, John
Thune, John Boozman, Cory Gardner,

Pat Roberts, Mike Crapo, JMike
Rounds, James M. Inhofe, John
Hoeven.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Steven Andrew Engel, of the District
of Columbia, to be an Assistant Attor-
ney General, shall be brought to a
close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Kentucky (Mr. PAUL).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. MENEN-
DEZ) is necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 263 Ex.]

YEAS—51
Alexander Cotton Hatch
Barrasso Crapo Heller
Blunt Cruz Hoeven
Boozman Daines Inhofe
Burr Enzi Isakson
Capito Ernst Johnson
Cassidy Fischer Kennedy
Cochran Flake Lankford
Collins Gardner Lee
Corker Graham Manchin
Cornyn Grassley McConnell
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Moran Rounds Sullivan
Murkowski Rubio Thune
Perdue Sasse Tillis
Portman Scott Toomey
Risch Shelby Wicker
Roberts Strange Young
NAYS—47
Baldwin Gillibrand Nelson
Bennet Harris Peters
Blumenthal Hassan Reed
Booker Heinrich Sanders
Brown Heitkamp Schatz
Cantyvell Hirpno Schumer
gardm Egme Shaheen
arper ing
Casey Klobuchar ihalé)enow
Coons Leahy oster
Udall
Cortez Masto Markey
Donnelly McCain Van Hollen
Duckworth McCaskill Warner
Durbin Merkley Warren
Feinstein Murphy Whitehouse
Franken Murray Wyden
NOT VOTING—2
Menendez Paul

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 51, the nays are 47.
The motion is agreed to.

———
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Steven Andrew
Engel, of the District of Columbia, to
be an Assistant Attorney General.

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:52 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. PORTMAN).

————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arizona.

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to address the Sen-
ate as in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

OUR COUNTRY’S MIDDLE EAST FOREIGN POLICY

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, in recent
months, the United States and coali-
tion forces have achieved major gains
against Iraq and Syria. Building upon
the retaking of Mosul in July, U.S. co-
alition partners have liberated ISIS’s
former capital of Raqqa in Syria, the
pocket of Hawija in northern Iraq, and,
just days ago, the border town of al-
Qaim in western Iraq. The so-called ca-
liphate that terrorists claimed would
overrun the Middle East is now a shad-
ow of its former self—a shrinking
swathe on a map once defined by an
open reign of terror.

Unfortunately, however, our chal-
lenges in the region remain daunting
despite these hard-fought tactical vic-
tories. Our relentless focus on destroy-
ing ISIS, which is, of course, essential,
has obscured a troubling reality: The
United States lacks a clear comprehen-
sive strategy that addresses the Middle
East in all of its complexity.
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This is part of the unfortunate legacy
the Obama administration left for its
successor, but nearly 1 year into the
Trump administration, we lack clarity
on essential questions about our Na-
tion’s role, and we are left to observe
as bystanders the intensifying symp-
toms of a collapsing regional order.
While in some cases we are bystanders
who take action, we do so with unclear
and often unstated objectives.

The United States has committed to
the sale of over $100 billion of weapons
to Saudi Arabia. We have announced an
outline of strategy to counter Iran
while providing only minimal detail.
We remain conspicuously silent on the
future of our role in Iraq and Syria be-
yond eliminating ISIS, as the Assad re-
gime and its partners consolidate
power.

Our power and influence is dimin-
ishing in the Middle East as a result of
our lack of direction, and the vacuum
has been filled by forces working con-
trary to American interests. Consider
the events that have swept the region
in recent months.

In Iraq, Iranian forces are working to
sow discord as we recently saw in
Kirkuk, where the presence of the Quds
Force commander, Qassem Soleimani,
exacerbated tensions among the Kurds
and the government in Baghdad. Ira-
nian-backed militias continue to gain
power and aim to turn next year’s elec-
tion into a setback that drives Amer-
ican influence out of Iraq. Meanwhile,
the scourge of ISIS remains despite re-
cent military successes. The terrorist
attack last week in Manhattan shows
its persistent appeal. Its rise in the
wake of U.S. withdrawal years ago
demonstrates the danger of leaving be-
fore winning the peace.

Across the border in Syria, the Assad
regime, backed by Russia, Iran,
Hezbollah, and an array of militias, has
retaken most of the country, including
many eastern areas that are strategi-
cally important. The consequences of
the resulting humanitarian crisis have
spilled beyond its border for years, de-
stabilizing nations far beyond Syria
and paving the way for radicalization.
Forces that are hostile to both our in-
terests and our values are shaping the
future on the ground while we remain
silent, focused on the immediate defeat
of ISIS.

I want to emphasize, we want to de-
feat ISIS. We are defeating ISIS, but
that is not our only goal in the Middle
East.

On Saturday, the Lebanese Prime
Minister, Mr. Hariri, resigned, claim-
ing that he faced death threats from
Iran, leaving the United States with
one less valuable partner in a divided
government in which Hezbollah plays a
major role. I happen to have become
friends with Mr. Hariri over the years.
He is a good, pro-democratic, out-
standing individual who basically was
forced out of office.

A web of Iranian proxies and allies
are spreading from the Levant to the
Arabian Peninsula, threatening sta-
bility, freedom of navigation, and the
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